
 
National policy not yet attaining its objective 
National policy aims to decrease the number of pupils with special educational needs 

in special schools and to increase their integration into mainstream education. In 

practice however, the number of pupils in special schools has not decreased over the 
past five years.  
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Note: ‘special care’ refers to students with special needs in mainstream education, 

supported with extra funding; ‘practical training’ refers to a specific type of special 

school. 
In some areas there has been a conspicuous increase. Notably, the number of pupils 

with behavioural problems has grown, especially in secondary education: 
 
 

 

Number of students with categories of special needs
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Annual risk-based analysis by the inspectorate shows that the percentage of 

schools with insufficient quality in terms of student achievement is higher for 

special needs education than it is in mainstream education: 

Percentage of schools with insufficient quality
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Frameworks of the inspectorate 
SPECIAL NEEDS PROVISION AND GUIDANCE is an indicator in the 

frameworks used by the inspectorate in mainstream education. This 

indicator is measured by looking at the following aspects: 

Extra guidance is provided to pupils who are detected to need it. 

8.1 The school identifies in an early stage which pupils need additional 
support/provision. 

8.2 Based on an analysis of the collected data the school defines the kind 

of support for the pupils with special needs. 

8.3*The school provides the support in a systematic and planned manner.  
8.4 The school regularly evaluates the effects of the additional support. 

8.5 The school looks for structural cooperation with chainpartners as far 

as appropriate interventions at pupil level exceeds its own core task. 

 
Many mainstream schools, especially in secondary education, have a 

special committee to support pupils with special needs: 

Percentage  of schools with a special committee for youth 
problems (2009)
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Lower performance of students with special needs in mainstream 
education: 

Mean scores (2010) central examination of students with 
indication special needs and regular students (16 year olds)
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